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Building a new mine is good 
news for the community’s future 

Communication is key to 
stakeholder engagement

Platinum and the bigger economic 
picture in South Africa



The past few months have witnessed a good deal of 
turmoil in South Africa’s platinum mining sector.  
However, from Wesizwe Platinum’s perspective, the 
focus has firmly remained on work to successfully 
develop our flagship project, the Bakubung Platinum 
Mine, in line with the recently announced new 
optimisation plan.  At the same time, taking 
cognisance of the importance of building and 
maintaining proactive community relationships in the 
local areas situated close to the mine site, we have 
continued our efforts over the last month to meet 
and communicate with local stakeholders, engaging 
them on all the latest developments.  Such an 
approach ensures that both Wesizwe and the 
Bakubung Platinum Mine remain positively 
entrenched in the hearts and minds of all those who 
live and work in the local community and who have 
a vested interest in the success of the project. 

In this edition of Investor News, we share insights on 
the South African platinum mining sector as a whole 
and Wesizwe’s role within it, from some of our most 
senior executives in the organisation.  Such insights 
are integral to our company’s approach to 
stakeholder engagement and communication, 
ensuring that we continually improve the level of 
engagement we have with all our valued 
stakeholders, both internal and external. 

We hope you enjoy reading this latest edition of 
Investor News and look forward to bringing you 
interesting news and project information each 
month. 

Hamlet Morule

Welcome

Hamlet Morule 
Executive: Corporate Affairs 

& Investor Relations 
hamlet@wesizwe.com !
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Platinum and the bigger economic 
picture 
An industry thought leadership insight 
by Wesizwe Platinum Chairperson, 
Ms Dawn Mokhobo 
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Industry Report 
Bringing a new mine into operation 
and its positive impact on the local 
community and its people

Communications Update 
The latest of Wesizwe’s 
stakeholder engagement platforms 
goes live to keep viewers informed 
and up to date with news.

Media and Digital Update 
A quick snapshot of the month’s 
media activity for Wesizwe and 
activity in the digital 
communications space. 

Industry Event Calendar 
Information on some of the 
forthcoming mining conferences, 
summits and exhibitions on the 
industry calendar to look out for. 
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The supply of platinum has been slowed by labour turbulence 
in South Africa since 2012, leading to a current global shortage 
of the metal.  Fortunately, demand has also been muted but an 
optimistic view is that it will grow again as the US and 
European economies recover.  !

As with other precious metals, platinum demand and pricing go 
through commodity cycles.  Platinum is perhaps best known to 
most people as a precious metal component of fine jewellery, 
however platinum is also used in many manufacturing 
applications and in motor vehicle production.  Platinum prices 
and demand were high in the boom prior to 2008, but fell 
sharply as consumer demand for motor vehicles and other 
platinum-bearing products diminished.  But, as vehicle 
emissions standards are tightened, the demand from the motor 
vehicle industry may increase.  In 2014, after years in 
development, the world’s first commercially available fuel cell 
powered vehicles will be launched to the public.  If well 
received, this motor vehicle sector may open up a new source 
of platinum demand.  Nevertheless, demand by the main motor 
vehicle producers remains constant and is generally predicted 
to grow in step with the global economy.!

Irrespective of present demand, platinum mines are developed 
in response to 10, 20 and 30-year views of future demand.  
Current projections show that available supply will begin falling 
well below anticipated demand from the time when Wesizwe 
Platinum’s flagship Bakubung Platinum Mine begins producing 
metals in 2018. This bodes well for the project going forward.!

 Thought Leadership
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Platinum and the  
Bigger Economic Picture
When looking at the bigger economic picture, there is little doubt that 
the platinum market has attracted more than its fair share of 
controversy and challenges in recent times.

Ms Dawn Mokhobo, 
Chairperson, Wesizwe 

Platinum Limited     



As Wesizwe works hard to bring its flagship project, the 
Bakubung Platinum Mine, into operation, it opens up 
opportunities for thousands of local residents in the 
community to enter into the mining industry and gain 
specialized and portable skills.  Wesizwe has initiated a 
range of programmes, including learnerships, which help to 
develop skills in a wide variety of trades.  All of these 
programmes are embedded in the Wesizwe Social and 
Labour Plan, an investment in infrastructure development, 
portable skills programmes and internships that will provide 
the future skills needed to support the mining industry going 
forward.  A number of bursaries have also been created to 
develop future mining talent.  With new employment 
opportunities becoming available in conjunction with our other 
community development initiatives, the local communities 
surrounding the mine stand to benefit in a number of ways.  !

Another major component of Wesizwe’s investment in the 
Bakubung Platinum Mine and its surrounding communities, is 
the company’s undertaking to provide housing for at least 
70% of the miners that we employ.  This will be a major 
investment in the development of the local community in a 
sustainable way that strengthens the social cohesiveness of 
the region.  We have identified a suitable tract of land, with 
the help of the local authorities, and are presently 
undertaking the necessary feasibility studies to get this 
project underway.  !

Together with our other community enhancement projects in 
education and water provisioning, we are building a mine that 
is at the heart of the local community, providing employment 
and skills development opportunities in a part of the country 
that has seen its fair share of challenges over the years.  In 
future, and for the lifetime of the mine, the Bakubung 
Platinum Mine will be a cornerstone of the local community.  !

Industry Report
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Bringing a new mine 
into operation 
is good for the future of the local community and 
the people who live and work there 

Mr Jianke Gao, Chief 
Executive Officer, Wesizwe 

Platinum Limited     



Communication Update

Wesizwe launches its on-screen news 
platform to update stakeholders

W e s i z w e P l a t i n u m 
understands the power of 
utilising the full range of 
communication platforms at 
its disposal in order to 
improve the way in which it 
engages with each of its  
valued stakeholders.  Over 
the past eighteen months, 
the stakeholder engagement 
strategy has been in its 
imp lemen ta t i on phase , 
seeing the introduction of a 
n u m b e r o f n e w 
communication channels 

introduced to appeal to the 
i n d i v i d u a l n e e d s a n d 
readership/viewing habits of 
each key stakeholder group.  
As part of this strategy, the 
next phase of communication 
platforms is being introduced 
with the launch of the weekly 
Wesizwe TV news platforms 
utilising the digital screen 
displays at the company’s 
head office in Rivonia.  Each 
w e e k , n e w c o n t e n t i s 
produced in an easy-to-view 
format specifically designed 

t o m e e t t h e n e e d s o f 
employees working at the 
company’s offices, and also 
visitors who pass through the 
reception area and the 
waiting rooms.  Viewers can 
keep updated with the latest 
p r o j e c t n e w s a n d 
photographs, event reports, 
project milestones, new staff 
appointments, and much 
more.  Similar platforms are 
t o b e i n t r o d u c e d a t 
Wesizwe’s regional offices in 
the near future. ❚

Wesizwe’s weekly on-screen news platform keeps stakeholders 
informed and updated on the latest news and events via digital 

screens at its headquarters in Rivonia   !

W
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W e s i z w e s t o r i e s 
trending this month 
April was a busy media 
month for Wesizwe.  Stories 
trending during this period 
focused on cont inu ing 
coverage of the optimization 
study for the Bakubung 
Platinum Mine which aims 
to facilitate production two 
years ahead of schedule; 
coverage of Wesizwe’s 
i n t e g r a t e d r e p o r t 
p u b l i c a t i o n ; p o s i t i v e 
coverage of junior platinum 
mining operations led by 

Wesizwe gaining from the 
turbulent industry sector 
currently; positive coverage 
f o l l o w i n g W e s i z w e ’ s 
participation in the BRICS 
summit and the creation of 
new jobs at the Bakubung 
Platinum Mine; coverage of 
the Bakubung community 
SCOPA hearings on its 
mining assets; positive 
coverage of Wesizwe’s 
p r o a c t i v e c o m m u n i t y 
assistance with f inding 
solutions to the North West 
w a t e r b a c k l o g ; a n d 

coverage of Wesizwe’s CDB 
loan and its preferential 
terms in the sector. 

Media Tracking 

Wesizwe tracked 134 media 
p lacements dur ing the 
m o n t h , a c r o s s b o t h 
published news media and 
on-line. Major feature article 
in Leadership magazine 
profiling executive, Michael 
Ma, Finance Director at 
Wesizwe Platinum; also an 
industry feature article in SA 
Mining magazine. ❚

Wesizwe 
Digital 
Update 
Website 
visitors and 
trends

Media Round-Up news highlights from the month

During the month of 
April, the Wesizwe 

website recorded  3364 
unique visitors, 2435 of 

which (72.3%) were 
new visitors to the site.  

9686 pages were 
viewed on the site this 
month.  Visitors came 

predominantly from 
South Africa, 

Netherlands, India, UK, 
US, Brazil, China, 

Canada, Germany and 
Nigeria.       06



YOUR FEEDBACK 

In the spirit of our 
commitment to 
encouraging greater 
shareholder engagement, 
we welcome your 
comments or feedback 
relating to this investor 
newsletter.  Send your 
comments via our website - 
www.wesizwe.com 

NEWSLETTER STAFF !
Managing Editor 
Hamlet Morule 

Editor 
Melanie Hawken 

Administrative Support 
Lireko Ncube 

Publisher 
Jalopy Communications 

Subscription 
You can subscribe to this 
free newsletter and have it 
delivered direct to your 
email inbox each month by 
contacting us via our 
website - 
www.wesizwe.com 

Calendar 
Industry event highlights for the coming year
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Market Information 
as at 29 April 2014 
JSE Share Code: WEZ

Shares in 
Issue

1 627 827 058

Closing Price R0,83

Market Cap R1 351 096 458

Africa Mining Summit, 26-27 June, Johannesburg 
Regional mining industry conference to discuss investment, 
development and challenges on the continent 

Mining Lekgotla, 11-12 August, Johannesburg 
South African mining industry conference organised by 
NUM and Chamber of Mines

RMB Morgan Stanley Off Piste Conference, 2-3 
October, Cape Town 
South African mining industry conference organised by 
NUM and Chamber of Mines

Investing in Resources and Mining in Africa 
Conference, 8-10 October, Johannesburg 
Regional high profile mining industry conference aimed at 
discussing investment, opportunities, strategic partnerships 
and challenges 

SAIMM 6th International Platinum Conference, 20-22 
October, Sun City 
Bi-annual platinum conference to address some of the 
strategic issues facing the platinum sector in South Africa

Junior Mining and Exploration Summit, 4-6 November, 
Johannesburg 
Annual junior mining industry conference and expo 
gathering with over 300 industry representatives

08


